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WOMEN AT THE TABLES OF POWER 

Torchbearer Reception 

Moderated by: 
 Senator Nan Grogan Orrock (GA), WiLL President  

—— 
Janice E. Kelley Awards Presented by:  

Susan Cundiff (OR), WAND Education Fund Chair and  
Dianne Valentin (GA), WAND INC Chair 

—— 
Pacesetter Awards Presented by:  

Senator Nan Grogan Orrock (GA), WiLL President   
Senator Sandy Pappas (MN), WiLL Vice President 

Pacesetter Award Recipients: 
Representative Carol Ammons (IL) 

Representative Rebecca Chavez-Houck (UT) 
Representative Harriett Drummond (AK) 

Delegate Barbara Fleischauer (WV) 
Senator Barbara L'Italien (MA) 

Representative Melissa Hortman (MN) 
Representative Carolyn Hugley (GA) 

Senator Marilyn Moore (CT) 
Senator Pat Spearman (NV) 

Representative Lisa Subeck (WI) 
—— 

Torchbearer Award Presented by: 
U.S. Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky (IL-09)  

Torchbearer Award Recipient: 

Congresswoman Barbara Lee (CA-13) 
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U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee 

WiLL/WAND is pleased to recognize an incredible 
leader, U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee, as this 
year’s Torchbearer awardee. There is no member 
of Congress who equals Congresswoman Lee in 
courage or steadfast determination when it 
comes to working for peace and security. She has 
been the stalwart champion calling for a stop to 
endless war. Again and again, Congresswoman 
Lee has taken to the House floor to call upon her 
colleagues in Congress to debate the wars that 
are draining our nation’s blood and treasure, as 
well as repeal the blank check for war. She has 
argued for a foreign policy agenda that empha-
sizes diplomacy and smart security over war, and 
urged her colleagues to stop mindlessly pouring 
money into weapons. She has led efforts to re-

quire the Pentagon to conduct an audit, and signed onto legislation that would 
check the President’s sole authority to launch an unprovoked nuclear strike. We are 
proud beyond telling that she is an honorary co-chair of our Women Legislators’ 
Lobby of WAND.  

She began her advocacy work early by integrating her high school cheerleading 
squad in San Fernando, California. As a Mills College student, she met the remarka-
ble Shirley Chisholm who motivated her to register to vote and then to work on the 
historic Chisholm campaign for President. Congresswoman Lee worked for 11 years 
for Congressman Ron Dellums (D-CA), rising from intern to chief of staff.  She was 
elected to the California State Assembly and then to the California Senate before 
her election to Congress in 1998. 

In addition to her renowned advocacy leadership to repeal the blank check for war, 
Congresswoman Lee has long advocated for an end to poverty and been a fierce 
advocate for ending HIV and ensuring an AIDS-free generation. Congresswoman 
Lee has recently sponsored legislation to require the Architect of the Capitol to re-
move from the National Statuary Hall Collection any statues of those who fought 
for the Confederacy. 

We are proud to recognize the incredible work of Congresswoman Lee as a formi-
dable progressive leader with our 2017 WiLL/WAND Torchbearer Award. 

Torchbearer Recipient 
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Representative Rebecca Chavez-Houck (UT) 
Rebecca was first elected to the Utah House in 2008. She has served as 
Utah House Minority Whip and Minority Assistant Whip. Rebecca served 
as a public affairs staffer for a number of local Utah nonprofits from 1985 
to 2007 and cultivated a parallel “career” as a volunteer for nonprofits 
ranging from Envision Utah to the ACLU to Planned Parenthood Associa-
tion of Utah.  She has taught volunteer engagement classes as adjunct 

faculty for the U of U’s MPA program. Her focus is on public policy related to health and hu-
man services, as well as voter engagement and access. Rebecca’s passion for social justice 
advocacy and progressive public policy was forged in the multicultural community of Bing-
ham Canyon. She credits her parents’ influence in shaping her compassion for the less fortu-
nate, pride in cultural diversity, commitment to the environment, and support for our public 
education system. Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck holds both a B.A. in Journalism and Mass 
Communication and an MPA from the University of Utah. She is a WiLL State Director for 
Utah. 

Representative Harriett Drummond (AK) 
Rep. Harriet Drummond was first elected to the Alaska House in 
2012.  She is currently chair of the Education Committee and part of the 
multi-partisan House Majority coalition, which is committed to resolving 
Alaska’s serious fiscal gap.  Prior to her election to the legislature, she 
served on the Anchorage Municipal Assembly and the Anchorage School 
Board. Voters approved over half a billion dollars in school bond issues 

during her tenure that built and restored schools all over the city.  She has co-sponsored bills 
to eliminate gender-based wage discrimination, to provide child sexual abuse and teen dating 
abuse awareness and prevention efforts in public schools, and to allow nursing mothers 
workplace breaks. Rep. Drummond has a BS degree from Cornell University.  She is a WiLL 
State Director for Alaska.  

2017 WiLL Pacesetters 
Representative Carol Ammons (IL) 
Rep. Carol Ammons was first elected to the Illinois House in 2014.   She is 
a former member of Urbana City Council and Champaign County Board, 
with a combined ten years of service in elected office, at the county, city 
and state level. Carol has worked to end the economic “race to the bot-
tom” for Illinois families, reform the criminal justice system, defend un-
ion members and their right to bargain collectively, and protect our envi-

ronment.  Her legislation includes stopping the dumping of toxic chemicals in the landfill 
above the Mahomet Aquifer, lowering the cost of phone calls from Illinois prisons to ensure 
families can stay connected, requiring stronger police accountability measures, and imple-
menting protections for temporary workers. She volunteered at Courage Connections (A 
Woman's Fund); worked at Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center, Don Moyer Boys 
& Girls Club, Salvation Army Food Pantry, and University YMCA. She was an Edgar Fellow at 
the Illinois Institute of Government & Public Affairs.    
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2017 WiLL Pacesetters 
Delegate Barbara Fleischauer (WV) 
Delegate Barbara Fleischauer was first elected in 1996 to the West Virginia 
House of Delegates and currently serves as Minority Chair of the House 
Committee on Health and Human Resources. Barbara has passed important 
legislation affecting women, children, energy, veterans and disabled West 
Virginians. She sponsored the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Domestic 
Violence Treatment and Prevention Act, the Autism Treatment Act and 

various human trafficking bills. She worked to dramatically increase funding for domestic 
violence shelters and legal services for low income citizens. Her numerous recognitions in-
clude the WV Women’s Commission Guardian Angel, the AARP National Capitol Caregiver, the 
National Committee on Pay Equity Special Action Award, the WV Social Workers Association 
Legislator of the Year, the WV Association for Justice Legislator of the Year award, and the 
WV Citizen Action Group "In Defense of Democracy" Award. Delegate Fleischauer is a gradu-
ate of Allegheny College in Meadville, PA, and the WVU College of Law in Morgantown, 
WV.  She served several terms on the WAND Board of Directors and is the WiLL State Director 
for West Virginia.  

Representative Carolyn Hugley (GA) 
Rep. Carolyn Hugley was first elected in 1992 to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives.  She is the first African-American to serve as Minority Whip of 
the Georgia House of Representatives.  She is a former chair of the Legisla-
tive and Congressional Reapportionment Committee and the Women’s 
Legislative Caucus.  She serves as a member of the Georgia Legislative 
Black Caucus and the Working Families Caucus. Carolyn’s outstanding and 

visionary leadership is focused on developing “real solutions for real people.”  She has dedicat-
ed her service to children and family issues. She is known for her work in education, health 
care, enhanced job opportunities and public safety. Her numerous bills include anti-bullying 
legislation, legislation to keep widows of veterans in their homes, legislation to keep sexual 
offenders out of school zones, and anti-stalking legislation. Her leadership and service have 
been recognized with numerous awards from local, state, national and international organiza-
tions. Rep. Hugley has a BA in Political Science and an MPA in Public Policy from the University 
of Arkansas. 

Representative Melissa Hortman (MN) 
Melissa Hortman was first elected to the Minnesota House in 2004 and 
now serves as the House Minority Leader. As a legislator, she has focused 
on energy, transportation, the environment, and civil law. Representative 
Hortman chaired the House Energy Committee from 2013 to 2014 and au-
thored legislation that created Minnesota’s solar energy standard. She 
received acclaim during the past legislative session when she admonished 

Republican colleagues for playing cards in the backroom and ignoring speeches by their fel-
low legislators who happened to be women of color.  When criticized by Republican leader-
ship, her response was she was sorry but she was not sorry! Representative Hortman holds a 
B.A. from Boston University and a J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School.  She is 
currently pursuing her MPA at the Kennedy School, Harvard University.    
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Senator Pat Spearman (NV) 
Senator Patricia Spearman was first elected to the Nevada Senate in 2012 and is 
currently the co-majority whip.  Senator Spearman has been very active in the 
fight for marriage equality, economic development, veteran’s rights and a real 
energy conservation plan for Nevada. Recent honors include the Women's Equali-
ty Day Award and Top Female Veteran of the Year. Senator Spearman holds a BA 
in Political Science from Norfolk State University; a Master of Divinity from The 
Seminary of the Southwest; and a Doctorate of Business Administration  from 

Walden University with an emphasis on energy policy. Her military education includes Military Police 
Officer Basic and Advanced Courses.  Dr. Spearman is an ordained minister and served in the U.S. Army for 
more than two decades, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.  Senator Spearman is a WiLL State Director for 
Nevada. 

2017 WiLL Pacesetters 

Representative Lisa Subeck (WI) 
Lisa Subeck was elected to the Wisconsin Assembly in 2015. Prior to that she 
served two terms on the City of Madison Common Council.  As a City Council 
member, she successfully worked to bring much needed services to vulnerable 
neighborhoods, expanded access to public transit, improved public safety, and 
protected vital community services. Her past work includes serving as the Execu-
tive Director of United Wisconsin and as the Executive Director of NARAL Pro-
Choice Wisconsin. Before that, Rep. Subeck worked at YWCA Madison to im-

prove the lives of women and families through her work in the social services field focusing on issues of 
poverty, homelessness, economic empowerment, and affordable housing.  In the state legislature, Lisa 
remains a staunch advocate for social and economic justice, as well as women’s equality and reproduc-
tive choice.  She is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  

Senator Marilyn Moore (CT) 
Senator Marilyn Moore was first elected to the Connecticut Senate in 2014.  She 
now serves as Deputy President Pro Tem and Chair of the Children & Human Ser-
vices Committee. She has been a force in advocating for racial and health equity, 
living wage, and legislation to support and protect Connecticut communities. She 
has tackled the war against hunger as a member of several boards and organiza-
tions in Connecticut and the New England States.  In her first term Senator Moore 
championed the Fight for $15 Campaign to raise wages and the 2 Generation Initia-

tive to address poverty among families. Her accomplishments in improving the quality of life for Connect-
icut residents have earned her local and national acclaim over the past twenty years, including several 
prestigious awards from local, state and national organizations. She attended the University of Bridge-
port in Connecticut. Senator Moore is a WiLL State Director for Connecticut. 

Senator Barbara L'Italien (MA) 
Senator Barbara L’Italien was elected to the Massachusetts State Senate in 2014 
after serving for 8 years in the House. She co-chairs the Joint Committee on Con-
sumer Protection and the Joint Committee on Elder Affairs. She is well known for 
her advocacy on behalf of the disability community, and has worked to make Mas-
sachusetts a nation-wide leader in autism care. Rep. L'Italien was the author of the 
landmark legislation on autism insurance coverage, requiring insurance companies 
to provide coverage of evidence-based, medically necessary autism therapies. Her 

numerous recognitions include MA Advocates for Children Legislator of the Year Award, Suicide Preven-
tion Award, and several Courage in Advocacy Awards. Recently she announced an exploratory campaign 
for the Congressional seat being vacated by Congresswoman Niki Tsongas. Senator L’Italien is a WiLL 
State Director for Massachusetts. She graduated from Merrimack College with a BA in Political Science. 
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 Thank you, sponsors! 
We could not succeed in our endeavors without your support.  For more information 

about each sponsor, please visit the sponsors tab on the conference app.  

Platinum 

Mylan 

Gold 

Colombe Foundation 

Land O’Lakes 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

Silver 

Cargill Inc. 

Comcast Universal 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

Pfizer 

Physicians for Fair Coverage 

State Farm Insurance 

United Food and Commercial Workers 

Bronze 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, MN Council 5 

Anytime Fitness 

The Coca-Cola Company 

Communication Workers of America 

Crawford Media Services, Inc. 

International Association of Fire Fighters 

Maggie Carlton 

Nan Grogan Orrock 

National Education Association 

PhRMA 

United Association of Journeymen & Apprentices of Plumbing & Pipe Fitting Industry 

Copper 

Donors 

Barbara Meyer Krista Brewer 

Pan Godchaux St Paul Teachers Pension PAC 

Total Wine & More Waypoint Consulting  

American Federation of State, County and  
Municipal Employees International 

Laborers International Union of  
North America Local 515 

DraftKings FanDuel 

Frabel Glass Art Gallery & Studio  Jane S. Turner Foundation   

Brian Rice, Rice, Michels & Walther, LLP Henry Lord 

Phyllis Kahn  



Thank you for joining us! 

National Office 
810 7th ST NE 

Washington, DC 20002 
202-459-4769 

willwand@wand.org 
 

Atlanta Office 
250 Georgia Ave SE, Suite 202 

Atlanta, Georgia 30312 
404-524-5999 

Visit us online 
WAND Education Fund • wand.org 

WAND, Inc. • wandactioncenter.org 
WiLL • willwand.org 

WAND PAC • wandpac.org 
 

Social Media 
#womenpowerpeace 

@WomensAction 
@WomenLegisLobby 

Facebook.com/womenlegislators 
 

Contact Us 

WOMEN LEGISLATORS’ LOBBY  


